STAFF News 


Tue Eprroriat responsibilities for The Gull, the monthly bulletin of the Audubon 
Association of the Pacific, have been assumed by Miss Grace I. Crowe, Assistant 
in the Department of Ornithology and Mammalogy of the California Academy of 
Sciences. The Gull is devoted exclusively to the publication of local bird observations. 

Dr. G. Dallas Hanna, Curator of the Academy’s Department of Paleontology, 
left on September 20 for a two weeks’ collecting trip in northeastern California. 

In an appreciative commentary in the August, 1946, issue of Mineral Notes and 
News, President Orlin J. Bell of the California Federation of Mineralogical Societies 
refers to Mr. William B. Pitts, the Academy's Honorary Curator of Gem Minerals 
as the “Dean of Amateur Lapidaries.” Mr. Bell wrote in glowing terms of the edu- 
cational value of the Pitts Collection on exhibit at the Academy. 


<> 


Herpetroiocists’ LEAGUE 


THE AucusT 15, 1946, issue of Herpetologica which has just come to hand an- 
nounces the inauguration of the Herpetologists League, an organization formed for 
the purpose of furthering the study of reptiles and amphibians... 

Herpetologica becomes the official publication of the League. It was begun in 1936, 
and is edited by Major Chapman Grant, 2970 Sixth Avenue, San Diego 3, Cali- 
fornia. Membership i in the Herpetologists’ League is optional with any subscriber 
to Herpetologica. 
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October Announcement 


THE REGULAR OCTOBER MEETING of the California Academy of Sciences will be held 
in Room 214, Simson African Hall, on Wednesday afternoon, October 9, 1946, at 
2:30 o'clock. Mr. John Thomas Howell, the Academy’ s Assistant Curator of Botany, 
will speak on the subject: 


BOTANIZING IN THE HiGuH SIERRA 


During a part of the summer just past, Mr. Howell visited the Mono Pass region 
of eastern Fresno and western Inyo counties, making a comparative study of the 
floras of glaciated and unglaciated areas. His headquarters were at the Sierra Club 
Base Camp, where he was in charge of field work in the natural sciences. 

This summer's work supplemented numerous expeditions in previous years to 
other parts of the Sierra Nevada. 

Mr. Howell's discussion will be illustrated with plant specimens and with koda- 
chrome slides depicting some of the more striking aspects of the flora of the High 
Sierra. 

The public is cordially invited. 

<> 


BIKINI FisH 


THe CaLticorniA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES was prepared to care for the twenty tons of 
Bikini fish which were collected during the scientific investigation just prior to the 
historic atom bomb explosions. The fich were on their way chere for study by the 
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The Academy’s cold room had been completely 
rearranged to make adequate room for their proper storage, but instead of the ex- 
pected twenty tons, only a few of the exotic fish actually arrived—the rest had re- 
turned to the sea, a colder yet less troubled one than that from which they came. 
The ship on which they were being transported struck a rock and sank just a few 
miles south of San Francisco. Of the few fish that were saved, the majority are the 
worse for wear, having been rescued on the beach after a battering by the waves. 


<> 


New FIisHes AT STEINHART AQUARIUM 


Nearvy eight hundred fishes have been added to the exhibits at the Steinhart 
Aquarium as a result of a recent Academy expedition by Donald A. Simpson to 
the southern California coast. Twenty-one species are represented in the collection. 
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Most colorful of the new arrivals is the Garibaldi, a salt water fish that looks like 
a large goldfish. Young Garibaldi are black with blue spots, but the adults are a 
brilliant red-gold. Some of the new specimens on exhibit retain traces of the juvenile 
coloration. 

Most interesting are some small blind gobies, which in their native state live in 
the tunnels constructed by the odd-looking crustaceans known as ghost shrimps. 
This is one of the strange partnerships sometimes found in nature. The blind 
gobies and the ghost shrimps apparently live peacefully together in tunnels near 


the low tide level, the gobies eating food brought in by the shrimps. 


ACCESSIONS 


A SECOND INSTALLMENT of some 23,000 beetles has been received by the Academy 
from Mr. Owen Bryant of Steamboat Springs, Colorado, according to Dr. Edward 
S. Ross of the Department of Entomology. The first part of Mr. Bryant’ s very gen- 
erous gift, consisting of 15,000 named weevils, was announced last month. This new 
shipment, all Old World forms, includes about 12,000 rove beetles. 

Mr. Wallace Wood, formerly a member of the Aquarium staff, has given a col- 
lection of frogs, toads, and snakes to the Department of Herpetology. All of these 
specimens were taken by himself during the past summer cither at Mono Lake or 
adjacent regions in the Sierra. 

Mr. J. Dan Webster recently presented to the Department of Birds and Mammals 
a collection of 227 bird and 73 mammal specimens which were collected on or near 
Wrangell Island, Alaska. During his recent sojourn in Alaska, Mr. Webster gath- 
ered neh information for a Books about the birds of southeastern Alaska rich 
he is writing. Mr. Webster is now carrying on graduate study at Rice Institute, 
Houston, iecas 


DEPARTURES 


On Aucust 22 Mr. Anatole S. Loukashkin, Research Associate in the Department . 
of Birds and Mammals, left to fill a position as translator of oriental languages for 
the United States government in Korea. Mr. Loukashkin’s valuable collection of 
several thousand specimens of birds, eggs and mammals, primarily from Man- 
churia, is temporarily housed at the Academy. Mr. Loukashkin has very gener- 
ously made his collection available to research workers during his absence. 

Dr. J. Linsley Gressitt, speaker at the August meeting of the Academy on “The 
Rehabilitation of Science in the Orient,” sailed last week for his home in China 
where he will resume his teaching duties at Lingnan University in Canton. Dr. 
Gressitt is a Patron of the Galera Academy ae Sciences, having been so desig- 
nated in recognition of the many thousands of oriental insects NaN he has aeded 
to the Academy’s entomological collections. Dr. Gressitt spent the two months 


prior to his departure in naming and arranging these insects. 
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